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Nature Detectives
Parents please help your 
children to become junior 
wildlife surveyors! Use this 
nature journal to identify the 
flora and fauna to be found 
at Wood Well Meadows and 
record changes over time. 
Personalise the back 
cover with stickers and 
your own drawings, 
impressions, 
thoughts and 
notes.

Enjoy your 
visit.  
Please come 
back soon!

Welcome to Wood Well Meadows
These two fields of unimproved grassland are of special importance to the 
wildlife of the local area. To recognise this, and to preserve it as a Site of Nature 
Conservation Interest, the Meadows are being cared for as a Local Nature 
Reserve.

A walk through the 
lower field and up 
the slope to the 
woodland edge 
at the east end of 
the upper field will 
reward you with great 
views over the Severn 
Vale. You can also 
enjoy some peace 
and quiet here as you 
share the site with a 
diverse range of wild 
plants, animals and 
insects.



Kids at Work
In 2008, the site was purchased 
through a grant from Defra’s 
Aggregates Levy Sustainability 
Fund as administered by 
Natural England. The funding 
has also allowed local schools 
to be involved in environmental 
education activities and for 
resources to be produced for 
future work with Wood Well 
Meadows. 

Why is Wood Well Meadows important?
Wood Well Meadows is rich with flowers and tufted native grasses because it 
has not been treated with artificial fertilizers and pesticides.  We refer to this 
type of habitat as lowland hay meadow.

In lowland England and Wales, species-rich meadow (or ‘unimproved neutral 
grassland’) is now recognised as rare – and threatened. Most of it has declined 
over the past century, due to intense agricultural practices.

As a result, unimproved 
neutral grassland is 
included on the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan as 
needing urgent, concerted 
efforts to stop the decline. 
It is also included in the 
South Gloucestershire 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
and is listed as a type 
of habitat of ‘principal 
importance for biological 
diversity in England’.



What’s being done?
Grazing, rather than mowing, is the best way to look after the 
plants and insects living in unimproved grasslands. To keep 
the site secure for cattle, new fences and gates have been 
installed. Look out for the young beef cattle in late summer 
and autumn. Improvements to the very old hedges will make 
them less ‘gappy’ and make it easier for wildlife to move 
around.  Work to allow more light to reach the pond will also 
take place. 

Who’s caring for the site?
Aust Parish Council (the new landowner) is working in close 
partnership with South Gloucestershire Council and the 
local community to manage the site. Members of the Parish 
Council and local people are forming a working group to 
help care for the wildlife that lives here, and to help keep it a 
peaceful and pleasant place to visit.

To join the group, help with planting, or for more information 
about Aust Parish and South Gloucestershire Council’s plans 
for improving biodiversity in the area, visit:
: www.southglos.gov.uk/biodiversity
: www.olvestonandaust.com

Credit: D Merrett (WC)
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A learning opportunity
Wood Well Meadows is as rich in learning opportunities as it is in wildlife! To encourage life-long links and a love for 
special places such as Wood Well Meadows, the local councils are supporting educational work based on the site. 

A group of 12 Eco Warriors at Olveston CEVC Primary School 
have helped to illustrate this journal.  A wider, whole-school 
project to visit the site and link it to their own school grounds 
is engaging the children – and many more from other local 
schools. 

To find out more about how the local schools are using the 
Meadows as a resource for learning, please visit: 
: www.olvestonschool.co.uk



How Wood Well Meadows got its name
The site’s name comes from the pond 
between the two fields that is fed by 
one of the many springs in the area. 
Although there was a village pump, 
villagers visited the well to collect 
water to drink, particularly in times of 
drought. 

This article from the Bristol Evening 
World, 15 March 1954 reports the outrage 
that villagers of Littleton expressed at 
being one of the last places to have 
water mains installed. The picture 
shows a Mrs Sansom collecting water 
from the village pump in an old army 
petrol can on a child’s pushchair! Rather 
dramatically, the article also states that 
“hundreds of people are drinking from 
poisoned wells”!

Credit: Thanks to Bristol Evening Post

The names ‘Lower’ and ‘Upper 
Wood Well’ appear on maps at 
least as far back as 1842.  
At around this time, the land 
was still divided into strips, 
rented out to local people by 
the landowner at the time, 
R Cann Lippincott. You can 
still see the stone boundaries 
bearing his initials (RCL). They 
are near the village pound 
where stray animals were kept.

Credit: Thanks to Dave Bailes,
Gloucestershire Archives, D1606



Ancient Agriculture
The ‘strip field system’ had been the usual way of managing 
land since medieval times, only disappearing as rural 
dwellers moved into towns for work within the new industries. 
This created a demand for more intensive agriculture. It is 
thought that the long, narrow lower field gets its shape from 
being divided up in this way.

You can still see evidence of the strip-farming system to this 
day. The clearest examples are in Stonage Field, beside 
Elberton Road.

Credit: South Gloucestershire Council: Historic Environment Record

Ë Village Pound
 Ð Field Strip



Lower Field
The main entrance to Wood Well Meadows leads into 

the long, narrow lower field bounded by very old 
hedgerows on the northern side. The hedgerows 

contain a good diversity of native species which 
help form part of a network of continuous 

corridors that help wildlife to move around. 
The hedges support a range of birds, including 
priority species such as song thrush and 
bullfinch.

The field is dominated by grasses, 
with Crested dog’s tail being the most 
frequent species. Herb plants – flowers 
- are found throughout the field. 
Buttercups are the most noticeable.

Credit: Rasbak WC

Ë Buttercup Ð Song thrush



The fringes of the field near the hedgerow 
contain taller herb plants such as creeping 
thistle.

The Wood Well
The flush known as Wood Well is 
in the upper field. The pond 
that the well feeds is in the 
far left corner of this field, 
just by the gate into the 
upper field. The pond may 
support toads, frogs and small 
fish. It is also a breeding habitat for 
dragonflies and damselflies.

Credit: Thistle RMC

Credit: T Bresson (WC)



Upper Field 
The upper field is the best part of Wood Well Meadows. It has a very good 
variety of grass species in which butterflies, moths and other insects are 
thriving. It is extremely flower rich and supports several important plant 
species, including four species of orchid.

Although the same grasses can be found in the lower field, they tend to be taller 
in this field. Don’t miss the blaze of colour, the buzzing of insects and the 
delicious scents of summer flowers.

Yellowort, Fairy flax and the 
orchids are a particularly 
strong indicator of unimproved 
grassland.

 Credit: J Crellan © floralimages.co.uk

Credit: Peter Wakely/Natural England



Woodland 
Like the hedgerow along the northern edge of both fields, the strip of ancient, broad-leaved 

woodland along the top edge acts as a wildlife corridor connecting the site to nearby Hay 
Wood. The strip has a reasonable range of woody species and its ground flora includes species 

associated with ancient woodland, such as three-nerved sandwort, bluebell, bugle and wood millet. 



What to look for in Spring
Spring brings lighter, longer days. The long rest time of 
winter is over as plants burst into bud, then leaf. Small 
mammals wake up from hibernation and birds start 
building their nests. In late spring you can see greater 
numbers of flowers emerge. Insects feed on these flowers 
and pollinate them at the same time.

Vernal Equinox
Spring begins around 21st 
March. The word ‘equinox’ 
comes from the Latin word 
for ‘equal night’ meaning 12 
hours of daylight and 12 hours of darkness. 

This is a special time in and around the Severn 
Estuary because spring tides are higher than at any 
other time of year resulting in the Severn Bore, best 
seen up river nearer to Gloucester. Check  
: www.severn-bore.co.uk for the tide times.



What to look for in Summer
Wood Well Meadows is at its most spectacular in summer. Butterflies and 
insects visit abundant flowers to feed. The insects are eaten by birds and small 
mammals. These are eaten by buzzards, foxes and other larger carnivores at 
the top of the food chain.

Ð  Buttercups are an essential plant for a wildflower meadow. They are visited by various insects
 including flies, small moths and solitary bees.

Summer Solstice
The summer solstice is 21st June 
– the day when the sun climbs 
to its highest point in the sky, 
giving us the longest day and 
the shortest night. We celebrate 
Midsummer Day a few days 
later on 24th June.



What to look for in Autumn
The leaves of hedge and woodland plants around the meadows turn colour to 
rich reds, golden yellows and vibrant oranges. Summer flowers turn into ripe 
fruits and berries. Birds, insects and mammals store these fruits as fats to help 
them to survive the winter.

Autumnal Equinox
Autumn begins around 23rd 
September. Once again, the 
length of the day and night are 
equal at 12 hours each.



What to look for in Winter
Woodland meadow and grassland plants die back, rest and protect themselves 
from the cold of winter. This is a great time to see the birds of Wood Well 
Meadows and the badger setts near the pond. Look out for next spring’s buds 
on the trees and see the sparkling white hoar frost transform the Meadows into 
a winter wonderland.

Winter Solstice
The shortest day and longest 
night is 21st December. The sun’s 
path is at its lowest point in the 
sky.

Credit: Darin Smith, Avon Wildlife Trust



Weather
When you mark what you have 
seen at Wood Well Meadows, 
remember to add the date and 
the weather conditions.
You could use these symbols 
instead of words:

About visiting
When you visit Wood Well Meadows, please remember to:
➜  Leave gates and property as you find them.
➜  Protect plants and animals and take your litter home.
➜  Keep dogs under close control.
➜ Don’t worry about grazing cattle though they may be curious about you.
➜  Wash hands when you get home and perhaps take anti-bacterial handwash 

out with you.
➜  Take binoculars, this journal and a pencil.
➜  Consider visiting Wood Well Meadows at night. Remember to take a torch.
➜  You can best explore with your senses if you lie down in the meadow.

Be tick aware. See guidlelines: : www.bada-uk.org



rough, smooth, 
soggy, flexible, 

rigid, lacy, 
brittle, waxy, 

gritty, crumbly, 
brittle, prickly

Pattern. Texture
Find these plants and close your eyes. 
Touch and feel the surfaces. 
Can you think of any words to describe each one?

Lichen: ...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Moss:  ....................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Frosty grass:  .......................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Hairy leaf: ............................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Credit: Rosenthal

Did you know 
that every 
tree species 
has a unique 
bark pattern 
and texture?

Natural forms and patterns are easier 
to see when wild plants have died back.
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Make a record
Choose a bird, bug, plant or animal. Sketch it and describe it in as much detail as you can here.



Natural structures
This is a good time to see 
the structures supporting the 
leafier growth of the summer.

Goldfinch 
Look for the red face and yellow flash along 
the body. Goldfinches have an elaborate, 
tuneful song. Their long beaks allow them to 
find seeds buried in thistles and similar plants.

Male bullfinch 
These birds are becoming rare. They like to eat 
tree buds, seeds and insects. Bullfinches are 
quiet most of the time. Some people say their 
song is sad.

Credit: S Garvey (WC) Credit: Snowman (WC)
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Magpie 
A distinctive black and white bird with a 
long tail and a simple, noisy call. They are 
scavengers and will eat almost anything!

Song thrush 
Always repeats phrases from up to 100 
that it sings. Song thrushes eat worms, fruit 
and snails which they bash open against a 
favourite stone.

Wild birds at home
➜  Make a bird box or put up a 

bird table.

➜  Make bird cake.

➜  Get up early and listen to 
the dawn chorus.

➜  Identify birds and their song. 

:  www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/
birdguide/name/

:  www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/
science/birdsong.shtml

:  www.garden-birds.co.uk/
birdindex.htm

Credit: D Merrett (WC)

Carrion crow 
They are clever, fearless 
and usually with others. 
They squawk and will 
almost eat anything.

Credit: Medogs (WC)
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Fast facts about birds
➜  The colours of many birds 

are more varied than they 
first appear.

➜  The dull colours of females 
attract less attention to help 
them protect their young. 

➜  Birds are the only animals 
that have feathers.

➜  Birds help to spread 
seeds and control insect 
populations.

Bluetit 
Small, colourful and attractive with a simple, 
high pitched, repetitive song. Often seen in 
flocks, they eat seeds, nuts and insects, but 
particularly like caterpillars.

Male blackbird 
Females are brown.  Blackbirds have a sweet, 
tuneful song. They eat insects, worms and 
berries, mostly from the ground.
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Birds
The sparse hedgerows reveal many birds foraging for food.
Close your eyes and listen. How many different bird songs you can hear?  
Can you hear anything else? Make your notes here.



Spring Flowers
Daisy 
 “It ain’t spring until you can put your foot on 12 
daisies”. Can you make a daisy chain?

Ground ivy 
An early creeping plant that helps to create the 
meadow carpet.

Credit: Tom K (WC)

Violet 
The sweet violet is an important early food 
plant for bees. Gloucestershire folk believed 
that they brought fleas into the house.
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Credit: K Lenes (WC)



Wren 
These small brown 
birds chirp very 
loudly. They eat 
insects and spiders.
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Redwing 
The redwing, with a reddish 
marking below the wing is 
a winter visitor of the thrush 
family. Its song is delicate 
but piercing. Redwings eat 
berries and worms.
Credit: S Garvie (WC)

Stockdove 
Stockdoves have 
low, cooing voices. 
They eat seeds.
Credit: C Cant  (WC)

Buzzard 
A soaring buzzard –  
our most common bird of 
prey that feeds on small 
mammals and birds.
Credit:  O Wolters (WC)



Smells
Windy weather carries all sorts of country smells to our sensitive noses. 
Some people say they can smell spring in the air. What can you smell at Wood 
Well Meadows today?Fast facts - Wind

➜  The wind is vital to spread 
pollen to fertilise flowers 
and insects for feeding birds 
and small mammals despite 
tugging at tree and plant 
roots.

➜  Plants that have small, 
narrow leaves lose less 
moisture when it is windy.

➜  Grasses are probably the 
best-adapted of all plants 
in windy conditions. Their 
flexibility allows them to 
sway without breaking.



Meadow sounds
Wind can bring sounds closer to our ears from all directions. Close your eyes and listen to the sounds of the meadow. 
How many can you hear? Are they natural or man-made sounds?
Make a list here.



Great spotted woodpecker 
Great spotted woodpeckers have distinctive 
markings, but are more likely to be heard than 
seen. They cling to trees and make a loud 
‘drumming’ sound to attract a mate in spring. 
They eat insects, seeds and nuts.

Chiffchaff 
Chiffchaffs prefer our warmer seasons usually 
arriving in spring. They are named after the 
sound they make and forage for insects to eat.

Green woodpecker 
Green woodpeckers have a red patch on top of 
their heads. Their song is echoey and simple. 
They eat insects and particularly like ants.
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Cowslip 
Said to be the 
polite name for a 
cowpat!

Primrose 
There are two types of 
primrose perfectly adapted 
to attract early butterflies 
which will carry their pollen 
to the next flower.

Red campion 
Vibrant pink to 
attract early insect 
visitors.

Common sorrel 
Some people put the arrow-
shaped leaves in salad.
Credit H Zell (WC)
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Plants
Draw or describe one of the plants you see.



Blue bugle 
Found in shadier 
places. Can you 
see the part of the 
flower that acts as 
a landing site for 
insects?

Catkins 
The earliest tree flowers 
dangle in the wind to spread 
their pollen before the leaves 
emerge.

Blackthorn 
Thorns offer protection for 
nesting birds. Blackthorn 
leaves are food for some 
caterpillars.

Date

Weather

Date

Weather

Date

Weather

Date

Weather

May blossom 
Some say that 
spring begins when 
hawthorn or ‘May’ 
blossom flowers.
Credit H Zell (WC)



Flowers
Bluebell

Bird’s foot trefoil 
Bird’s foot trefoil.  
An essential food plant 
for the common blue 
butterfly.

Common Blue butterfly

Red clover 
Look for the white 
clover and four leaves 
for luck.
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Near the hedgerow

Hedge garlic 
Also known as 
Garlic Mustard or 
Jack By The Hedge.

Credit: R Bartz (WC)

Hoverfly 
These insects are very 
common, and usually found 
near woodland and in 
hedgerows visiting these 
typical plants.
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Hogweed 
This plant is very 
similar to cow 
parsley.

Arum 
Better known as Lords and 
Ladies.



Bumblebee bums
These are the bee types you are most likely to see. 
Some small, slim and not-so-hairy bees will be honeybees from local hives.

Common carder 
bee

Red-tailed 
bumblebee

Early 
bumblebee

White-tailed 
bumblebee

Garden 
bumblebee

For more information about bumble 
bees log on to:

: www.bumblebeeconservationtrust.co.uk
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Wildlife at home
Plant the same bee-attracting wildflowers in your garden as you see at Wood 
Well Meadows. Other brilliant plants include: Vipers bugloss, Campanula, 
Aquilegia, Foxgloves and Poppies.

Fast facts - bees
➜  Bees are in crisis. No one 

knows exactly why but their 
habitats are disappearing 
and the use of pesticides are 
likely causes. 

➜  Bees have a vital role in the 
food chain as key pollinators 
of our food crops. 

➜  Meadows are the best of all 
habitats for bees.

Bee collecting pollen to make honey

Credit: PDphoto.org


