Geophysical and Topographical Survey
Report

Oldbury Camp, Oldburpn-Severn

Mary Lennox
David Lambie

with contributions from
John Poole

18th February 2017

: > 7w
¢ '5"' l
r . v
I o B oy
- s VA o .
4 - /e ” ;
, 5 & y-
L4 / /4 4
. o ) / - l-c..' ™ ’.v
j £, N
rr ! :
> ! A e,
. ) ‘
o ")
5 S | -
~
> . » 'dr‘
-
( .
.' p 1
5 ¢ g
; ‘ / I
. f :




Contents

1.

2.

3.
3.1
3.2.
3.3.
3.4.
3.5.
3.6.
4.
4.1.
4.2.
4.3.
5.
5.1.
5.2.
5.3.
5.4.
54.1.
5.4.2.
5.4.3.
5.5.

10.
11.
12.

oYU 0] 1 1= /TP OPPPPRPPY A4
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENTS. ... e ee s 4
[ oo [V o1 o] o APPSR PPRPPPPON 5
SItE FEIEIBNCES.....ii ittt 5
AIMS AN ODJECHVES.. ... e e e e e e e e e aanes 5
REPOIM OVEIVIEW. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e aaans 5
Description of the MONUMENL.........cooiiiiiiiiee e 6.
HISTOMCAINETEIENCES ...t 9
MappiNg and NAME.........cooo i e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaeaaeas 9
IMEENOTS. ...tk e e 13
(C17=To (0] 14111 VAP P PP PPPSPPPPPPPPPPN 13
EArth FESISTANCE. ... e e 13
o] oZoTo [ =T o] a Tor= LR STUT AV oY AP 14
GeophysiCal SUNVEY FESUILS.........co oo e e e e e e e e e e e 14
T o U PURRRR 14
T o U URRRR 17
T o PR RRR 20
FIEIdS 4 aNd 5. 24
Felds 4 and & Earlier field [ayOUL................cooo oo 24
FIEIA 4 SUNVEY.....eiiiiiiiee ettt e e e 25
FIEIA 5 SUNVEY. ...ttt s e e e e e 27
1= o I ORI 30
TopographiCaurvey reSUIS...........coiiiiiiii e 32
Conclusion and suggestions for future WOrki................ooooe oo 33
RETEIEINCES. ...ttt e e e r e e e e e s e e e e e e e 35
Appendix 1- Historical GOOgIe IMAGES......cuuviiiiiiiiiiiiee e 37
Appendix 2 dGPS reference POINIS.........coooe i 39
Appendix 3 Geophysics analysis hiStories..........ccccceeeeeeeiieieeenn 41
Appendix 4 RaW MEASUINEMENTS. ....oiiiiiiii e e eeeas 43

/% =

7 @ N\ 2| Page
Forgotten otier
Landscape  LOTTERY FUNDED



Figures

© o N LD R

N NVNNNRRRRERRRERRERRPR
WNEPEOOoNOA~WNEREO

24,

Showing Oldburgn-Severnn southern England

Showing Oldburgn Severnn reference to Thornbury
Showing the Toot

Extent of scheduled area on monument

Lidar heightsaroundthe monument

Overview of site

Q9EGNI OG FNRY 4. SlhdziaSa 2F 9y3ftlyR
Tithe map of around 1840

HYR SRAGAZ2Y Hpéh{ YILLAYS3
ONR 9RAGAZ2Y Hpé h{ YI LWLAY3
Modern mapping

Second Tithe Map

Field 1 survey results

Field 2 surveyesults

Lidar image from QGIS showing section of Field 3 topography
Overlay of modern boundaries on tithe map Faeld3

Field 3 survey results

Secondrithe Mapdetailedview ofFields 4 and 5

Field 4 survey results

Field 5 survey results

Field 6 surveyesults

Topographic survey results for the Toot

Topographic survey results for the Teassociated notes
Locations of test pits based on assessment of geophysics

A2-1. Locations of dGPS datums

ﬁ .

T =)
Forgotten otier
Landscape  LOTTERY FUNDED

F Y R

3| Page

w
QX



1. Summary

)l

This reporsummariseshe progress to date onon-invasivearchaeological
investigations onite Toot, or Camp, at Oldbuop-Severn, South Gloucestershire
between Deember2015 and Demmber2016

The project was supported as part of "A Forgotten Landscapigtitage Lottery
Funded Landscape Partsbip Scheme.

The aims covereby this report are to prform geophysical and topographical surveys
of the monumentto help focus future excavation work.

Seven of the nine fields on theonumentwere available for surveying. All of these
sevenhave leen surveyed topographically. Six of them have been surveyed
geophysically

There was no compelling evidence for any major structures or-fm@e marmade
features such afilled ditches, other than those which are still visible on the surface.
Ephemeral anmalies, particularly resistivity anomalies, were identified as potential
sites for testpitting. Test pitting results ameportedin a separate report from
DigVentures, who supervised the test pitting.
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All thesegroups andndividuals are thanked for their help and support to the promthavebeen
essentiato the success of the project
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3. Introduction

This documensummariseshe progress to date oarchaeologicahvestigationon the Toot, or
Camp, at Oldburgn-Severn, South Gloucestershire. The aims, objectives and activities reported
hereare a subsedf those in the original proposal and represent a status regftat the first year

of fieldwork

3.1. Site references

Name Oldbury Camp, Oldbugn-Severn
Sometimeseferredii 2 & aGKS
acz220aé

County South Gloucestershire

Parish Oldburyon-Severn

Altitude Around 10m above mean sea level

UK grid reference ST 6103 9269

Pastscape ref: 201676

NMR NUMBER: ST69SW 1

Historic England List entry Number: 1013187

South Gloucestershire Council HER Number: 1568

3.2.  Aims and objectives

The aimof the work reported herésto gatheras much information gsossibleabout the site via
norrinvasive meanso inform an excavation plan for Oldbury camp

The objectivesf the work reported herare

1. Undertakegradiometricsurvey of as many availalfields within and around the camp as
possible

2. Undertakeearthresistance survey of as many available fields within and around the camp as
possible

3. Perform topographical survey of remaining earthworks

3.3. Report overview
This report ceers introductory commeston the site and theesults ofgeophysicaand
topographicakurveys at th&€€amp conducted between December 2015 dbeicembe2016.Key
plotsof the raw data, processed data and transcriptions of the feaanepresented together with
a summary of theonclusiongirawn
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3.4.

Description of the monument

Oldbury Campat Oldburyon-Severn Saith Gloucestershiras located within the Severn flood

south of Gloucester. The closest town is Thornbury.

plain, about 1km from the banks of the rivigiis 10 km north of the Bristol conurbation and 20km
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Figure3 (above Showing the Tooto South Gloucestershire Council, 2015 All rights reserved, © Crown

copyright and database rights 2015 Ordinance Survey 100023410. Contains Royal Mail data ©Royal Mail copy
and database right 2015. Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2015.
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The Toot Oldbury on Severn, with Scheduled Area shown red 100m

—
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2017) Jlomgeen,

Figure4 Extentof scheduled area on monument

Figure5 Lidar heights from Red 5m, Blue 18bove mean sea levélhe monument lies on a low
rise in the vale. The prominent hill to the squttound 40m highistoppedo @ { G ! NAf Rl Qa OF
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earthworks showing inner earthworks on left
I 2m

Arrow 1: View from centre of bivallate
and outer on the right

Northﬂ
dGPS data on northern hiallate
ramparts. Arrow marks 2m

Field 7
Field 2 !
Field 3

Field 4

Field 5

Field 1

Lidar profile on southern hedge.
Data in metres goindgrom south

to north

Arrow 2: View down Camp Road
The inner earthwork to the left
rises to the inside of the

monument
Vertical scale, height above mear

sea level (metres)

Figure6 Overview of siteRed arrows identify the locations where photos viekenandlocations

of dGPSraverseacross thei-vallateramparts andidar cut though southern height discontinuity

Map®© South Gloucestershire Council, 2015 All rights reserved, © Crown copyright and database rights 2015 Ordinance026AHy. Cithtains Royal
Mail data ©Royal Mail copyright and database right 2015. Contains National Statistics data © Crown eopldgtatbase right 2015.
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