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1. Summary 
¶ This report summarises the progress to date on non-invasive archaeological 

investigations on the Toot, or Camp, at Oldbury-on-Severn, South Gloucestershire, 

between December 2015 and December 2016. 

¶ The project was supported as part of "A Forgotten Landscape", a Heritage Lottery 

Funded Landscape Partnership Scheme. 

¶ The aims covered by this report are to perform geophysical and topographical surveys 

of the monument; to help focus future excavation work. 

¶ Seven of the nine fields on the monument were available for surveying. All of these 

seven have been surveyed topographically. Six of them have been surveyed 

geophysically. 

¶ There was no compelling evidence for any major structures or large-scale man-made 

features such as infilled ditches, other than those which are still visible on the surface.  

¶ Ephemeral anomalies, particularly resistivity anomalies, were identified as potential 

sites for test-pitting. Test pitting results are reported in a separate report from 

DigVentures, who supervised the test pitting. 

2. Acknowledgements 
Help for this project has come from many places and is in all cases gratefully received:- 

¶ Access to, and permission to survey, the monument has been graciously given the 

local landowners, tenants and the community of Oldbury-on-Severn. Their kind 

support and assistance was welcome.  

¶ Permissions to investigate this scheduled monument were provided by Historic 

England. 

¶ Funding for this project was provided by the Heritage Lottery Fund, South 

Gloucestershire Council and Horizon Nuclear Power. 

¶ Archaeological support and practical project management has been provided by the 

South Gloucestershire Council. Rebecca Bennett as Project Manager has been 

particularly energetic in providing technical and managerial help. 

¶ The data gathering and analysis was conducted, in all weathers, by the enthusiastic 

team of volunteers ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά! CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜέ 

Landscape Partnership Scheme. 

¶ Training in geophysical and topographical surveying was provided by Philip Rowe and 

Hazel Riley respectively. 

¶ Local historical experience was offered by Jane Bradshaw and Glynn Poole, AFL 

volunteers. 

¶ The lidar picture used on the title page was produced by Jeff Sargent, AFL volunteer. 

All these groups and individuals are thanked for their help and support to the project, all have been 

essential to the success of the project. 
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3. Introduction 
This document summarises the progress to date on archaeological investigations on the Toot, or 

Camp, at Oldbury-on-Severn, South Gloucestershire. The aims, objectives and activities reported 

here are a subset of those in the original proposal and represent a status report after the first year 

of fieldwork. 

3.1. Site references 
Name Oldbury Camp, Oldbury-on-Severn. 

Sometimes referred ǘƻ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ¢ƻƻǘέ ƻǊ 
ά¢ƻƻǘǎέ 

County South Gloucestershire 

Parish Oldbury-on-Severn 

Altitude  Around 10m above mean sea level 

UK grid reference ST 6103 9269 

Pastscape ref: 201676 

NMR NUMBER:  ST 69 SW 1 

Historic England List entry Number: 1013187 

South Gloucestershire Council HER Number: 1568 

 

3.2. Aims and objectives  
The aim of the work reported here is to gather as much information as possible about the site via 

non-invasive means, to inform an excavation plan for Oldbury camp.  

The objectives of the work reported here are  

1. Undertake gradiometric survey of as many available fields within and around the camp as 

possible 

2. Undertake earth resistance survey of as many available fields within and around the camp as 

possible 

3. Perform topographical survey of remaining earthworks 

 

3.3. Report overview 
This report covers introductory comments on the site and the results of geophysical and 

topographical surveys at the Camp, conducted between December 2015 and December 2016. Key 

plots of the raw data, processed data and transcriptions of the features are presented together with 

a summary of the conclusions drawn. 
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3.4. Description of the monument 
Oldbury Camp, at Oldbury-on-Severn, South Gloucestershire, is located within the Severn flood 

plain, about 1km from the banks of the river. It is 10 km north of the Bristol conurbation and 20km 

south of Gloucester. The closest town is Thornbury. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 1 (left) Showing Oldbury-on-Severn in 
southern England   © 2017 Google                
Figure 2 (below) Showing Oldbury-on-Severn in 
relation to Thornbury © 2017 Google 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 (above) Showing the Toot  © South Gloucestershire Council, 2015 All rights reserved, © Crown 

copyright and database rights 2015 Ordinance Survey 100023410. Contains Royal Mail data ©Royal Mail copyright 

and database right 2015. Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2015.       
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Figure 4 Extent of scheduled area on monument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 Lidar heights from Red 5m, Blue 13m above mean sea level. The monument lies on a low 

rise in the vale. The prominent hill to the south, around 40m high, is topped ōȅ {ǘ !ǊƛƭŘŀΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
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Figure 6 Overview of site. Red arrows identify the locations where photos were taken and locations 

of dGPS traverse across the bi-vallate ramparts and lidar cut though southern height discontinuity 
Map© South Gloucestershire Council, 2015 All rights reserved, © Crown copyright and database rights 2015 Ordinance Survey 100023410. Contains Royal 

Mail data ©Royal Mail copyright and database right 2015. Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2015.  
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