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A Forgotten Landscape

Oral History
Creating a route map

School Learning Resources

This activitywill enable students to use oral history audio clips recorded by residents
of the lower Severn levels to produce their own map of the area. The follow up
activities will allow students to tell stories and use geographical language to describe
a route. The slides are designed to be used with students and the notes section acts
as a teacher guide and as a lesson planning tool.
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Objectives

* To be able to listen for key information in an oral
history.

* Use oral histories to discover what your area used
to look like.

* Use what you have found out to design a map of
what your surroundings looked like in the past.

School Learning Resources

These objectives are based on the key stage 1 objectives from the national
curriculum. These could be easily adapted to fit lower key stage 2.

Pupils should be taught to: develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read,
vocabulary and understanding by:

listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories andicioon at a level
beyond that at which they can read independently

being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences

By listening frequently to stories, poems and A@stion that they cannot yet read for
themselves, pupils begin to understand how written language can be structured in
order, for example, to build surprise in narratives or to present facts infrubion.
Listening to and discussing information books and other-fiction establishes the
foundations for their learning in other subjects. Pupils should be shown some of the
processes for finding out information.

Through listening, pupils also start to learn how language sounds and increase their
vocabulary and awareness of grammatical structures. In due course, they will be able
to draw on such grammar in their own writing.

Pupils should understand, through demonstration, the skills and processes essential
to writing: that is, thinking aloud as they collect ideas



Deli berate steps should be taken to incr
of grammar so that they continue to understand the differences between spoken and
written language.
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\\\ You will listen to some
6) people talking about life
in this area 60 years ago.
You are going to create a map of the
Severn estuary and the local area

showing landmarks, buildings and
places as they were 60 years ago.

Some people will tell you about how they travelled from place to place,
some people will describe different industries and some people will
describe what used to happen in a town.

School Learning Resources

Clickon the audio clips on the website to hear various people talking about their
experiences in the forgotten landscape. Each clip is less than 3 minutes long and the
title gives an indication of what the people will be talking about. It is possible to
complete the tasks having listened to 3 clips, however the more clips the students
can listen to the richer their maps will be and the more they will learn about the area.
You could listen to a couple of clips and then complete some of the activity then
listen to a few more.



Creating aroute map **

Use what the people say to write, draw or
stick the key features on the map.

This might include the industry in certain areas,
important routes that people used in a certain way or
the features of the landscape. You can draw on the
map, use the pictures or write some key words about
what you hear.

School Learning Resources

Students can use the followimgictures and words to stick on the map anaw or

write their own. They could do this as they hear the information or complete the
activity having listened to a few of the audio clips.

Encourage students to |isten out for dif
matter where they put the different places geographically the idea is they understand
that the land has many different uses.

To differentiate this activity encourage the more able students to write sentences
about what they hear or write their own key words that they can then decide where

to put on the map. For students who need more support with their writing use the

key word cards provided and ask students to read these words at the beginning of the
activity so that they can pick them out as they listen to the clips.
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Use the pictures and photographs to show the places,
buildings and landmarks on the map.

1960s Aust Ferry by Pete
Townsend is licensed under
CCBY-ND2.0

School Learning Resources

Asa preliminary activity students could be set the task of going out into their local
environment to take photographs or draw pictures, either with their parents or as

part of a school trip. They could then use the appropriate pictures on the map. As a

di scussion at the end of the activity st
able to put on their map and discuss why
exist at the time that the people on the oral histories are talking about.
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Print out the map to give to studestor them to add to. Ideally this would be printed
out on A3, or two pages of A3 and stuck together. Students could work in groups of
two or three to complete the activity.



river house
farm beach

These should be printe@ihd cut out as a resource for students to add to map.
Students should also have their own paper to draw and write their own words to add
to the map.
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Imagine that you are one of the characters below and plan out a
route on the map to get from one place to another.

Get ready to tell your class how you would get from place to place.

Use words like
Left, Right,
Straight on

North, South,
East West

Before, After,
Under, Over

first, second, third

) A family going
Afarmergoing Children walking to the beach
to market to school

School Learning Resources

Some students wilbe able to talk this task through with a peer or as a small group
activity, other students will be able to write a few sentences about their route. Either
way they should use the map they have created to plan a route and use descriptive
language to explain the different areas in the Forgotten Landscape.



