
This activity will enable students to use oral history audio clips recorded by residents 
of the lower Severn levels to produce their own piece of writing about a journey that 
they could have gone on 60 years ago. The follow up activities will allow students to 
tell stories and use geographical language to describe a route. The slides are designed 
to be used with students and the notes section acts as a teacher guide and as a 
lesson planning tool.  
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These objectives are based on the upper key stage 2 objectives from the national 
curriculum. These could be easily adapted to fit lower key stage 2 or even key stage 1.  
Pupils should be taught to plan their writing by:  
• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own  
• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary  
• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed  
Pupils should be taught to draft and write by:  
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning  
• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to convey character and advance the action  
• précising longer passages  
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Click on the audio clips on the website to hear various people talking about their 
experiences of travelling in the Forgotten Landscape. Each clip is less than 3 minutes 
long and the title gives an indication of what the people will be talking about. It is 
possible to complete the tasks having listened to 3 clips, however the more clips the 
students can listen to the richer their writing will be and the more they will learn 
about the area.  
 
A more independent class could work in small groups with laptops/tablets and 
headphones and choose which audio clips they would like to listen to. This could be 
done as a circus activity where each group listens to three clips and then reports back 
the content to the rest of the class. 
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Having listened to a variety of different clips ask the students to plan their work. This 
will involve planning their journey. They should draft out a brief itinerary which they 
can use when they complete their descriptive writing and their final task of providing 
directions for their journey.  
 
The following 4 slides provide some resources that students could use when writing 
their plans and moving on to their descriptive writing. Depending on the class these 
resources could be used with the whole class at the start of the activity or printed out 
and put on the tables to support the students as they write.  
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You may like to print out a map to give to students for them to use in the activity.  
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You may like to print out a map to give to students for them to use in the activity.  
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Students should create a piece of descriptive writing based on what they have heard 
and their plan for their journey. They can use the photographs and questions as 
inspiration for their writing.  
 
Differentiation - If students are struggling to imagine the journey from the audio clips 
encourage students to look at the pictures for ideas. Ask the students to brainstorm 
any descriptive words that they think of when they look at the picture.  
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Students should create a piece of descriptive writing based on what they have heard 
and their plan for their journey. They can use the photographs and questions as 
inspiration for their writing.  
 
Differentiation - If students are struggling to imagine the journey ask them about a 
journey that they have taken recently. Then talk to them about how a journey in the 
past would have been different. Ask how the methods of transport would have 
changed and which buildings would have existed and which would have changed. 
Encourage students to think about people that they meet, how could they make 
these characters come alive.  
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This literacy resource could be printed out and used on tables to remind students of 
the criteria for good descriptive writing. This could also be used as a checklist at the 
end.  

9 



Differentiation -  For lower prior attainers or younger students who are finding 
coming up with a structure difficult use this scaffolding to enable them to create a 
simple journey. This will give them some ideas of the how they could start their 
description, how to create a middle section to the writing and some ways they could 
finish the writing.  
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This could be used as an extension for the students that would like to take this 
activity further, or it could be used to make this into a bigger project that linked to 
other activities within the Forgotten Landscape resource pack. You could ask students 
to do this as a group activity or develop it into a letter writing activity.  
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