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Planning your treasure trail

Start to plan

Use this teacher guide, along with the student sheet and examples of
other schools trails to develop your own series of lessons enabling
students to create their very own trail around their local environment.

Introduce the idea of a treasure trail to your students. It is possible
that they will have followed trails before and will have the idea that
they will need to solve clues in order to find treasure at the end. They
may also have done an Easter egg hunt involving finding as many
eggs as they can. Explain that this is going to be a mixture of the two.
They will need to write directions around the trail and also create
clues to be solved and found or collected along the way.

Depending on the age of your students the ideal trail should aim for 7
or 8 clues and 10 to 12 directions.
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Planning your treasure trail

Checking your route

Students will have their own ideas of where they would like their trail to
go around the local area. It is a good idea to have already decided on a
selection of places of local interest that you would like your class’s trail
to take in. This may involve going out on a planning trip before the
introducing this to the class.

It is also a good idea to have some ideas of the history of the local area
and places of interest this will ensure that students make the most of
this learning experience and avoid research that doesn’t lead
anywhere. Having an understanding of the route and local area will
also mean you can be selective about the routes of enquiry. Often local
museums are happy to help out with this and provide information, give
a talk or do a tour around.

Schools’ Learning Resources




—

Forgotten . . .
Landscape How to write a trail - Teacher’s guide

[ Planning your treasure trail

Lesson Structure

It is possible to set up writing a trail in several ways, again this is
dependent on the age and ability of your class.

Option 1. Students all have the same route, places of interest and
treasures. This involves the whole class (or half class if working with
a TA) working together to complete one trail as a team effort.
Groups of students or individuals can all contribute to the trail,
writing directions or clues. This involves a high level of teacher
control and maybe good for a younger class.

Option 2. All students in the class use the same route. This means
that you can all walk the route together and decide on the places of
interest that you would like the trail to cover. Smaller groups of
students could then write their own directions and clues for the
places of interest and decide on their own treasures at the places of
interest..

Option 3. Students are split into groups at the start of the activity
and then decide on their own routes, places of interest and
treasures. This involves a higher level of autonomy for the students
which supports engagement and independence but makes it more
difficult for the teacher to support and guide the students. In order
to walk the trail more adult support would also be needed.
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[ Your theme

4 Theme A

By choosing a theme carefully, creating a trail could fit into your
existing topic or schemes of learning. For example by looking at the
history of the area you could enhance your local history topic or by
basing your clues or questions on features of a village you could
incorporate your trail into a settlements topic. You could choose to
compare your school surroundings with another place, a twinned
school or town in a different part of the world.

4 )

Example Themes
Using your senses,
Looking up and looking down,
Changes in your local areq,
Natural and man-made landscape.

- J

Schools’ Learning Resources




—

Forgotten . . .
Landscape How to write a trail - Teacher’s guide

[ Your Treasures ]

[ Discovering your treasures \

There are a number of treasures that students could collect along the way, they
could be answers to questions, tangible items or simply sights along the way.
Students can find it different to understand that treasures don’t have to be
something that they can take away, they will need to think creatively about what
they can choose as clues. Collecting letters that will make a word or numbers that
they can combine makes the idea more tangible. For some classes it maybe most
suitable from them to decide on the treasures together while other group of students

@I be able to come up with their own ideas. j
/ Treasure Hunting \

Students may need to be encouraged to think practically and choose their treasures
carefully. The treasures need to be able to be easily seen at all times, and not be
something that can easily be removed, or that changes with the seasons. Ideally
clues would fit in with their theme and could provide evidence to an overarching
question. For example, for an overarching question “Is our settlement a village”
students could be finding evidence for or against it being a village. A trail looking at
local history could be looking for clues about ages of buildings or what their purpose

kused to be. /
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[ Give Directions

This is a good opportunity for differentiation.
More able students could be asked to use a

while less able students could be given keys
words and prompt sheets to ensure that they
can access this part of making the trail.

\_
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complex sentence structure to write their clues

v
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/ Key Words \

Left, Right,
Straight on
North, South,
East ,West
Before, After,
Under, Over
Number of paces
Ordinal numbers (first,
second, third)
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