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[ Planning your treasure trail ]

/ Session 1 — Start to plan \

A treasure hunt should be a good fun to follow, have some easy and
some tricky clues to solve and get the treasure hunters thinking about
the local area.

A great treasure trail needs a good route with interesting things for
people to see and find along the way.

You will aim for 7 or 8 clues and a 10—12 directions.

Use the following pages to complete an outline plan for your trail
which you can then check in session 2 and refine in session 3
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[ Planning your treasure trail ]
[ Session 2 — Checking your route \

Take your map and planned route and ideas about your treasures out
into your local environment. Walk along your planned route and think
about how you will make your directions clear to someone who doesn’t
know the area.

Look at each of your treasures and think about what clues you might be
lee to give to ensure that your treasure hunters will be able to find it. j

[ Session 3 — Writing the clues \

Now you have checked out your route and decided on your treasures you
need to finalise your written directions and clues.

You can also personalise your trail, adding illustrations based on your
treasures and themes and giving it a enticing title.

\Your final step will be to find some treasure hunters to try out your trail.j
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[ Your theme ]
/ Theme \ /

Decide on a theme for your
trail. The theme needs to
link to the types of
treasures that you will ask
your treasure hunters to
look for on the route. The
theme needs to be quite
broad so that your
treasures can fit into the

Qeme.

When deciding what theme to

choose think about

R what you might experience as
you walk around the area.

R whether there is something
unusual about your route or
local area that you might like
to focus on

R whether there is any interesting
local history that you would
like to include

R using a topic that you are
studying at school. /

Example Themes
Using your senses,
Looking up and looking down,
Changes in your local areq,
Natural and man-made landscape.

.
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[ Your Treasures ]
( Discovering your treasures \

The treasures don’t have to be things that the treasure hunters take away with them,
like leaves or pebbles. They could be places of interest that they have to identify,
beautiful sights to see, hidden areas or historical secrets that treasure hunters don’t
know exist.

They should fit in with your theme in some way.

They could all be the same type of treasure for example, each clue could lead to a
letter that then makes a word, or they could all be buildings that have been used as
shops in the past.

N\ /

When deciding on which treasures to include in your trail think
about:-

R How well hidden is it?

3 Is it something that will be easy for treasure hunters to
identify?

3 Will it still be there in a few weeks when the treasure hunters
complete the trail?

3 Does it fit in with your theme in some way?

/ Treasures to think about \

what words will you use to describe what itis ? /

4 :
Treasure Hunting

Think about your local area, what would you like your treasure hunters to discover
about the area or find out. At first mark 10 possible treasures on your map. Think
about how they are distributed. They need to be a sensible distance apart and not
all clustered in one area.

\You will have to narrow vour treasures down to 7 or 8 for the final treasure hunt.

~

J

Schools’ Learning Resources




—

Forgotten

Landscape How to write a trail

[ Your route

\_

( Route and directions \

Look at a local map of your area. Highlight the key
treasures that you would like your treasure hunters
to look for. Label your treasures, 1,2,3,4,5 in order so
that you can plot a route in between them.

Decide whether you want to use a map in your final
trail or just your directions. If you want to use a map
you will have to draw or trace one.

J

3 The total length of your route

Map it
When you are plotting your route think about
3 Taking the shortest route between your treasures

B The safety of the route, (you would not want to walk along a main road)
3 How easy it will be to describe the route and give directions.

~N

J

Once you have set your route begin to think
about how you will write directions along the
route. Use the key words box to make sure
that your instructions are clear. Your
directions could be in different formats, some
could use the points of the compass, some
could ask treasure hunters to count their
paces, some could use traditional road
directions. You will need 10-12 directions to get
the treasure hunters between all the treasure
and back to the start again.
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Ordinal numbers (first,

Key Words \
Left, Right,
Straight on
North, South,
East West
Before, After,
Under, Over
Number of paces

second, third)
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